
Section 4. Results 
as an IMRD component 

Unit l. Results: Structural analysis 



Today we are here to talk about the structure of another section 
in а research paper. You will learn basic components of the 
Results section and find out how it is structured. 

The title 
11 

Results" in а research paper may vary in different 

disciplines and journals. lnstead of Results, it is sometimes called 
11

Analysis" or "Data Analysis". The tаЫе on your screen shows four 
options for the subtitles from this point until the end of 
the research paper. There are four popular ways the research 
paper evolves from this point. You can see that some sections 
can Ье united - as in options С and О. 

ln all cases this section reports comments on what was found or 

observed, and if the subtitle contains the word Discussion 

(i.e. Results and Discussion), it includes some or all of the 

Discussion. ln most cases, the results of any work can Ье given in 

graphs, taЫes, equations or images. Why, then, should writers 

bother to write а Results section? Why not simply provide good 

graphs or taЫes with clear titles and perhaps а few notes to 

comment on each? 

There are many reasons for writing а results section. Firstly, 

some results may Ье more interesting or meaningful than 

others, and this is difficult to represent in taЫes and graphs. 
Secondly, it is also important to relate results to research goals. 

Thirdly, in some cases writers may want to provide background 
information to explain why а particular result occurred or to 

compare their results with those of other researchers. 

Additionally, the results can Ье proЫematic. Perhaps some 

experiments were not entirely successful and writers may want 

to state possiЫe reasons. However, one of the main reasons for 

writing а results section rather than relying on graphs, taЫes, or 
other images is that writers need to convey their own 
understanding and interpretation of the results to the reader. 

Furthermore, results alone don't tel1 the whole story. ln that case, 

а tаЫе or а graph of the results will do. 
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